MY REMINISCENCES OF 
GURU AMUBI SINGH 





Gul Bardhan 


It was in the year 1954 Shantida (Shanti Bardhan) was in Delhi and 
Guruji also happened to be in Delhi. I was sent to Guruji to inform him 
that Shantida was in the town. This was for the first time that I saw Guruji. 
Tall, thin, straight, upright, radiating at once a foreceful and yet a genial 
personality. I conveyed Shantida’s message to him. ‘‘Where is he ? I will 
come with you. Let us go and see him.” We came to 10, Hailey Road, at 
Elizabeth Gouba’ House where Shantida was staying. The meeting was very 
touching. The guru and shishya were in each other’s arms, tears rolling down 
their cheeks. I watched in awe the intense feeling of unspoken bond between 
the guru and the shishya. 


Shantida was not keeping well as he was suffering from tuberculosis. 
During the treatment his several ribs were removed. He was cured but was 
physically a crippled man and could hardly walk without some support. 
Seeing his plight the Guru was visibly moved. 


Guruji told me while holding the palms of Shantida in his hands “He 
was the most promising student of mine. I always expected him to create great 
work of art. Apart from being an excellent dancer in Manipuri technique 
he is a gifted composer of dance. I am proud of him.” I whispered to Guruji 
that in spite of being physically crippled he had created a masterpiece 
Ramayana ballet where the dancers perform like puppets. He was then 
working on Panchatantra dance-drama. Guru Amubi Singh and Shantida 
exchanged several notes and talked for a long time reminiscing several events 
of their work together. That was their last meeting. Through Shantida I had 
known Guruji since 1945 and had read several letters exchanged between 
them. His method of teaching and training was unique. He not only taught 
dance but also developed an all round personality. He passed on his im- 


mense faith in humanity to his disciples. 


- | visited Manipur in 1957 to learn from Guruji. I was received at the 
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airport by his son. On reaching home I found Guruji sitting with his hukkah 
inspecting my room. I was a slip of a gir/ from a metropolis like Bombay. 
I was overwhelmed by his concern for me. I was asked to have a bath, some 
food and to get ready for the class immediately. I cannot forget those days 
of my training when I stayed with Guruji in his house. He was a strict 
master. At the same time he was a great human being. He taught all of us 
lovingly and infused in us love and bhakti for dance. 


Guruji took me round all over Manipur and showed the life style of 
Manipuris where dance and music are part of one’s life. It was a great edu- 
cation to be with him and see life all around. 


Since then I have been to Manipur several times and stayed with 
Guruji, learning new things. He opened my eyes to the beauty in dance and 
how to find peace in whatever one does in life honestly. 


I remember a few incidents when Guruji came to Bombay. We were 
to have a season of ballet-festival. Guruji sat every night watching the 
performances. He would go in the green room daily and take up Shantida’s 
photograph fondly and press it to his heart. One could see how he missed 
him. 


- Once I had asked Guruji about a particular position of hands. And 
he explained : ‘There is a grammar by which exact positions of all limbs 
ate prescribed but there is something over and above grammar. That is your 
own aesthetic sense. A general criteria for any good art is, that it should 
please the eye, soothe the ears and touch the heart. Of course one should 
master the grammar—and the technique thoroughly and practise it enough 
so that it becomes part of one’s self and then forget it.’ 


Though Guruji belonged to the grand old generation he was not con- 
servative. He was always eager to welcome new and innovative trends in 
the world of dance, music and poetry. Guruji was equally a great composer 
and he has composed many memorable works. 


: For Guruji the worship of Radha, dance, music and poetry were all 
one integrated whole. He lived a full life working as a great teacher. 
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